
 
 
 

Week One 
 

Suggested reading: Chapter 1 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils, markers or other drawing materials 

 
 
 
Predictions 

 
Have students observe the cover and the title and predict what the book will be about.   
 
 
 
Term of the week 

Setting: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, provide 
them with the standard definition. Provide some examples from movies, books, or tv 
shows they know and ask them to think of more. After this week’s reading, ask them to 
identify the setting of the book. 
Setting: The place and time in which a story takes place. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. On page 4, the word “stout” most nearly means: a) small b) bulky c) scary d) 
short 
2. Why doesn’t Oliver want to go to the moon? Why does he feel uncomfortable 
participating in the classroom conversation? Use details from the text to support your 
answer.  
3. How does Oliver’s parents’ philosophy to “always say no” influence Oliver? Have 
you ever been in a situation in which your parents’ beliefs caused you to think 
differently from everyone else? 
4. Write: What do you think Mrs. O’Neill mean when she says on page 11 that “One 
person with a big idea can change the world?” Do you think you can make a change 
in the world?  If so, what kind of change? 



 
 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
Oliver describes the moon as “just a bunch of rocks.” (8).  How do you picture the moon 
and outer space? Is it just a bunch of rocks, or is it colorful and full of life?  Imagine that 
you were the first person to land on the moon. Draw a picture of yourself on the moon. 
Include other planets, and maybe a speech bubble of what you would say to the rest of the 
world as you take the first steps. 
 
 
Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using evidence from 
the previous reading to support their predictions. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Week Two 
 

Suggested reading: Chapter 2, Start Chapter 3 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils 

 
 
 
Summarize 

 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week 

Narrator: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means and ask them for 
examples from books, movies, or tv shows that they know. Then, provide them with the 
standard definition. Introduce the idea of different kinds of narrators. Some narrators are 
characters in the story and some narrators are people we can’t find in the story. Ask the 
students to think about the differences between these kinds of narrators. Ask them about 
what makes the different narrators good or bad. How does having a character in the story 
as the narrator limit what the reader knows? Ask them about how we can find out about 
what other characters are thinking if we only know the feelings of one character. Finally, 
ask them to identify the narrator of the book and how having that kind of narrator affects 
the story. 
Narrator: The person or voice who tells a story. 
 
Discussion Questions 



1. What kind of people are Oliver’s parents? Why do you think they take over Oliver’s 
science project? Use textual evidence to support your answers. 

2. How was Oliver sarcastic on page 18 when he said the Earth would be a mile from 
the Sun? Incorporate your previous discussion of the term to support your answers. 

3. Write: When Oliver says on page 19, “I think we’re just supposed to do the best we 
can,” how do his parents respond? Have you ever been in a similar situation as 
Oliver? 

4. Using textual evidence for support, why does Crystal believe Pluto should be a 
planet? Do you agree with her? Why or why not?  

 
 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
 

Based on your answer to discussion question 4, write your own letter to your senator on 
why Pluto should or should not be a planet.  Explain your opinion, supporting it with 
evidence. Start your letter off with “Dear” and end with “Sincerely.”  
 
 
Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using evidence from 
the previous reading to support their predictions. 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Week Three 
 

Suggested reading: Finish Chapter 3, Chapter 4 

Materials: Paper, pencil, markers or other drawing materials 

 
 
 
Summarize 

 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week 

Imagery: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, provide 
them with the standard definition. Give the students some examples of imagery. Provide 
them with some prompts and have them create sentences that use imagery to describe 
them, e.g. a starry night, a meadow with wildflowers, a snowy day on a mountain. Help 
them sue imagery to describe sights, sounds, smells etc. Leaf through the book and see if 
you can find any imagery! 
Imagery: When the author uses words to put a picture in the readers’ minds. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What idea did Oliver suggest to Crystal?  Using textual evidence to support your 
answer, why is he hesitant to carry out his own idea? 
2. Write: When Oliver later asks himself if he wants to work with Crystal, he 
surprises himself by saying yes.  Why do you think Oliver changed his mind?  



3. When Oliver confronts his mother about partnering with Crystal and going to the 
space sleepover, how does she react? Have your parents ever reacted in a similar 
way? How did their reaction make you feel? 
4. On page 43, when Oliver says that “He would never have guessed that he and 
Pluto had so much in common,” what does he mean? What similarities do the two 
share? Use textual evidence to support your answer. 

 
 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
Come up with your own big idea that you think can change that world. Be creative and 
think outside the box! Write a paragraph on your idea, including the idea, what you hope 
to accomplish, and how you would carry it out.  You may also draw out your idea! 
 
 
Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story (what do you think 
Oliver’s big idea will be?), using evidence from the previous reading to support their 
predictions. 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Week Four 
 

Suggested reading: Chapter 5 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils 

 
 
 
Summarize 

 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week 

Protagonist: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, 
provide them with the standard definition. Have them identify the protagonist in this book 
and give examples of protagonists from movies, television shows, or other books. 
Protagonist: The main character in a story or play. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. On page 44, the word “astonishing” most nearly means: a) terrifying b) happy c) 
shocking d) wonderful 
2. Write: Using textual evidence to support your answer, how is Crystal and her family 
different from Oliver and his family? Have you ever been in a situation like Oliver’s, 
where your friend was very different from you? What was it like, and how did you react 
to their differences? 



3. When Oliver says that his mother would “literally keel over with horror” (48), what 
does he mean? Why would his mom react like that? 

4. What happens to the first Pluto? How does Oliver rationalize the destruction of the first 
Pluto by thinking of what would happen in his own house? 

 
 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
 

Imagine one of your friends. How is he or she different from you? Think of something 
that contrasts with your personality, whether it is the way they dress, their opinion on 
something, or even whether they have more pets than you have. Now try to imagine their 
difference from their point of view. From their perspective, write a paragraph on why 
they they think the way they do, or dress the way they dress, and how that makes them 
unique. 
Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using evidence from 
the previous reading to support their predictions. 



 
 

 
 
 

Week Five 
 

Suggested reading: Chapter 6, start Chapter 7 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils, “big idea” paragraph from week 3 

 
 
 
Summarize 

 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week  
Antagonist: First, refresh last week’s term, protagonist, then have the students try to 
brainstorm what antagonist means. Then, provide them with the standard definition. Have 
them identify the antagonist in this book and give examples of protagonists from movies, 
television shows, or other books. 
Antagonist: The person who opposes the protagonist in a story or a play. 
 
Discussion Questions  
1. Why does Oliver think that the name of the Earth’s moon is unsatisfying?  If you could 
rename the moon, what would you call it?  
2. On page 59, why does Oliver think that music for Pluto would be a “whimper?” Why 
is Jupiter’s music much more “great and powerful?” 

3. Write: What are Oliver’s world-changing ideas? Can you relate to his ideas, for 
example, how his mom does not truly listen to him when he says he wants to go to the 
space sleepover?  How did your parent’s reactions make you feel? 



4.  On page 65, the word “cavernous” most nearly means: a) deep b) huge c)  small d) 
frightening 

5. Using textual evidence to support your answer, how does Oliver’s mom make Crystal 
feel? How do Crystal’s parents differ from Oliver’s parents? 

 
 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
 

Note: The Interactive  Activity will be a long-term project for the rest of the semester.  
Remember to bring the kids’ work from the previous week to tutoring! 
Based on your big idea from week three, write a letter to someone who can make that 
idea happen.  You can write your idea to your parents, your friends, the president, 
anybody you want!  It’s ok if you want to come up with another idea to write about.  
Remember that your big idea is something that you think will make the world a better 
place.   
Tips for writing letters: 
  1. Open by saying what you want to happen or change in the world 

  2. Begin writing about why you think that your big idea should happen 

  3. What good will your idea have on the world? Have at least three main points, with   a 
paragraph for each point. Be creative and try to persuade the recipient of the letter.  
  4. Conclude your letter by summarizing your points.  Restate once again why your idea 
is great! 
Remember, have fun and be creative!  
 
 

Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using evidence from 
the previous reading to support their predictions. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Week Six 
 

Suggested reading: Finish Chapter 7, Chapter 8 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils, previous week’s work on letter for Interactive Activity 
 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week  
Characterization: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, 
provide them with the standard definition. As you read, look for examples of 
characterization, comparing how each character is portrayed differently in the book. 
Characterization: The way an author describes or gives information about characters in a 
story. This can be done through description, actions, speech, or thoughts.. 
 
Discussion Questions  
1. Why does Oliver’s mom throw away Pluto from the diorama? What do you think the 
recurring destruction of Pluto represents? 

2. On page 75, the word “indignation” most nearly means: a) anger b) delight c) 
uncertainty d) excitement 
3. Write: Do you think it is a good reason for doing something “because we’ve always 
done it that way before” (75)? Why or why not? Have you ever wanted to try something 
new, or figure out a different way to do something you previously always have done the 
same way? 

4.  Why do Oliver and Crystal decide that Pluto should not be a planet? Do you agree or 
disagree with them? How did Mrs. O’Neill change their perspective? 

5. Using textual evidence to support your answer, why does Crystal still want to keep 



Pluto in the diorama even though she no longer believes that it is a planet? 

 
 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
 

Note: The Interactive  Activity will be a long-term project for the rest of the semester.  
Remember to bring the kids’ work from the previous week to tutoring! 
Based on your big idea from week three, write a letter to someone who can make that 
idea happen.  You can write your idea to your parents, your friends, the president, 
anybody you want!  It’s ok if you want to come up with another idea to write about.  
Remember that your big idea is something that you think will make the world a better 
place.   
Tips for writing letters: 
  1. Open by saying what you want to happen or change in the world 

  2. Begin writing about why you think that your big idea should happen 

  3. What good will your idea have on the world? Have at least three main points, with   a 
paragraph for each point. Be creative and try to persuade the recipient of the letter.  
  4. Conclude your letter by summarizing your points.  Restate once again why your idea 
is great! 
Remember, have fun and be creative!  
 
 

Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using evidence from 
the previous reading to support their predictions. 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Week Seven 
 

Suggested reading: Chapter 9 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils, previous week’s work on letter for Interactive Activity 
 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week  
Conflict: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, provide 
them with the standard definition. Explain that in books, there is usually one big conflict, 
but sometimes in chapters there can be smaller conflicts, too. Have the students identify 
the big conflict in the book and some of the smaller conflicts in the previous chapters 
(e.g. when Oliver’s mom hurt Crystal’s feelings). 
Conflict: The struggle that the main character has while trying to solve a problem. 
 
Discussion Questions  
1. How does Senator Levitt’s appearance differ from from Oliver’s expectations? What 
do you think Oliver thought she would look like, and why? 

2. Out of all of the big ideas proposed to Senator Levitt by the students, which do you 
think is the best? Why? 

3. Write: How does Oliver react when Senator Levitt read his big idea at the assembly? 
Why do you think he reacted like that? Use textual evidence to support your answer. 
4.  At the end of the assembly, why does Oliver envy Pluto? How does Oliver expect his 
parents to react? 

 



 
 
Interactive Activity! 
 
 

Note: The Interactive  Activity will be a long-term project for the rest of the semester.  
Remember to bring the kids’ work from the previous week to tutoring! 
Based on your big idea from week three, write a letter to someone who can make that 
idea happen.  You can write your idea to your parents, your friends, the president, 
anybody you want!  It’s ok if you want to come up with another idea to write about.  
Remember that your big idea is something that you think will make the world a better 
place.   
Tips for writing letters: 
  1. Open by saying what you want to happen or change in the world 

  2. Begin writing about why you think that your big idea should happen 

  3. What good will your idea have on the world? Have at least three main points, with   a 
paragraph for each point. Be creative and try to persuade the recipient of the letter.  
  4. Conclude your letter by summarizing your points.  Restate once again why your idea 
is great! 
Remember, have fun and be creative!  
 
 

Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using evidence from 
the previous reading to support their predictions. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Week Eight 
 

Suggested reading: Chapter 10 

Materials: Paper, writing utensils, previous week’s work on letter for Interactive Activity 
 
Have students summarize what they read last week and what their predictions were for 
the rest of the book. 
 
 
 
Term of the week  
Resolution: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, provide 
them with the standard definition. Before you begin to read, have them predict the 
resolution to the book, and after reading see if their predictions were right! 
Resolution: The outcome of the conflict of a story or play. 
 
Discussion Questions  
1. How do Oliver’s parents react to his idea? Compare their reaction to your predictions 
from last week. 
2. On page 97, the word “bewildered” most nearly means: a) worried b) satisfied c) 
surprised d) feared 

3. Write: Using textual evidence to support your answer, how has Oliver changed 
throughout the book?  What do you think caused him to change? 

4.  Why do Oliver’s parents listen to him and finally let him go to the space sleepover? 
Have you ever stood to parents about something you cared about? How did it feel, and 
how did your parents change their perspective? 

 
 



 
Interactive Activity! 
 
 

Based on your big idea from week three, finish the letter to someone who can make that 
idea happen.  You can write your idea to your parents, your friends, the president, 
anybody you want!  It’s ok if you want to come up with another idea to write about.  
Remember that your big idea is something that you think will make the world a better 
place.   
Tips for writing letters: 
  1. Open by saying what you want to happen or change in the world 

  2. Begin writing about why you think that your big idea should happen 

  3. What good will your idea have on the world? Have at least three main points, with   a 
paragraph for each point. Be creative and try to persuade the recipient of the letter.  
  4. Conclude your letter by summarizing your points.  Restate once again why your idea 
is great! 
Remember, have fun and be creative! If you wrote your letter to someone you know, give 
it to them!  
 
 

 


