
 
 

WEEK ONE 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER AND PENCILS 
Suggested reading: Chapters 1 & 2 (Pg. 1-21) 
 

Summarize 
Have the students observe the cover of the book and, using evidence, predict what 
the story will be about. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Exposition: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, 
provide them with the standard definition. Have students identify the exposition in 
the reading.  

Exposition: The part of the story that gives background information about 
the story or characters, usually very early in a novel. 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. Explain what the author means when he says “Taking a gamble, Jeremy left the 

sidewalk and began dodging through backyards?” (pg. 5) 
2. Write. How does the weather description on page 6 mirror how Jeremy is 

feeling? 
3. Using evidence from the text, have students describe Jeremy’s reaction after 

finding out he owns a dragon’s egg.  Then, ask the students how they would 
respond and react in this situation? 

 

Interactive Activity! 
Act out the scene in the art classroom. After students act out the scene, each 
student should discuss how they felt in the roles of their characters (ex. Jeremy felt 
annoyed and embarrassed). 
 

Closing Predictions 
Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the text to support their predictions (predict what the colorful 
sphere is). 



 
 

WEEK TWO 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, PENCILS, MARKERS, CONSTRUCTION 
PAPER, AND SCISSORS 
Suggested reading: Chapters 3 & 4 (Pg. 22-43) 
 

Summarize 
Have students summarize what they read last week. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Simile: First have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then 
provide them with the standard definition. Make up some examples of similes for 
the students and then have them make up some of their own. They should look for 
examples of similes while they are reading and point them out if they find any. 

Simile: A comparison using “like” or “as.” (Example. Page 30, “In the low 
light of the lamp its burnished scales shone like polished copper.”) 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. Using contextual clues, have students hypothesize what the word vulnerable 

means on page 33. 
a. In what situations have you felt vulnerable? What kinds of situations 

would make you feel vulnerable? 
2. Write. How do you think caring for a dragon will change Jeremy’s life? 
 

Interactive Activity! 
Have each student draw a baby dragon and then cut it out so that they have their 
own dragons to raise. You should then refer to the instructions on pages 33-34 of 
the text (The Care and Feeding of Dragons) to learn about how to care for their 
dragons. Have them name their dragons and then discuss: What concerns do you 
have about raising your dragon? What problems will you face? How will you go 
about caring for your dragon? Etc. They should bring their dragons back every 
week so they can “care” for them (or you can collect them at the end of each week 
and keep the in you group’s folder in the Main Office). 
 

Closing Predictions 
Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the previous reading to support their predictions. 



 
 

WEEK THREE 
MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER AND PENCILS 
Suggested reading: Chapters 5 & 6 (Pg. 44-63) 
 

Summarize 
Have students summarize what they read last week. 
 

Term of the week 
Omniscient (point of view): First make sure students know what “point of view” 
means (the perspective from which the story is told. Review first person, second 
person, and third person briefly). Then have the students try to brainstorm what 
“omniscient” means. After, provide them with the standard definition.  

Omniscient: The word literally means “all knowing.” In literature the term 
is used to describe a third person narration in which the narrator is capable 
of revealing any information about any character’s life, thoughts, or actions 
to the reader (aka the narrator is “all knowing”). 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. Explain what the author means when he says “the crescendo of his stomach 

symphony” (pg. 44). 
2. Describe how the dragon and Jeremy communicate (54).  
3. Why do you think only Jeremy can see the dragon? 

 

Interactive Activity! 
Have students pick a scene from chapters 5 or 6 and write a journal entry about it 
as if they were Jeremy. They should use information from the story to write their 
journal entries. Then, have students share their journal entries at the end of the 
session. 
 

Closing Predictions 

Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the previous reading to support their predictions. 



 
 

WEEK FOUR 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, PENCILS, CONSTRUCTION PAPER, AND 
SCISSORS 
Suggested reading: Chapters 7 & 8 (64-85) 
 

Summarize what you read last week. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Foreshadowing: First have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. 
Then provide them with the standard definition. Have students identify some 
foreshadowing in the text.  

Foreshadowing: A hint about what will happen later in the story, usually 
used to build suspense. 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. Write. Explain what the author means when he says, “his lungs felt like 

there were little men inside scrubbing them with sandpaper (pg. 71).” 
2. Paragraph 2 on page 80 contains: 

a. A definition 
b. A comparison 
c. A description 
d. An opinion 

3. The word “commotion” on page 85 most nearly means: 
a. Fuss 
b. Craziness 
c. Turbulence 
d. Agitation 

 

Interactive Activity! 
Bring several (about 10) squares of paper to the tutoring session. Have students 
recall the main events from the story so far. Write one main event on each square 
of paper. Then put them in the center of the room, mix the pieces up so they are 
out of order, and have students work together to place all the main events in order 
(creating a sequence chain). 
 

 



Closing Predictions 
Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the previous reading to support their predictions. 



 

 
 

WEEK FIVE 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER AND PENCILS 
Suggested reading: Chapters 9 & part of 10 (86-through 105)  
Note: STOP at end of chapter 9 and answer discussion question 3. 
 

Summarize 
Have students summarize what they read last week. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Metaphor: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, 
provide them with the standard definition. Have students identify metaphors in the 
reading or create their own using characters and details from the story. 

Metaphor: A figure of speech in which a term or phrase is applied to 
something to which it is not literally applicable in order to suggest a 
resemblance.  

 

Discussion Questions 
1. What new problems does Jeremy face as his dragon gets older? Use the text 

to support your answer. Predict future problems that may arise as Tiamat 
grows. 

2. Write. How does Tiamat’s behavior reflect Jeremy’s emotions? 
 

3. How does Jeremy feel about keeping Tiamat a secret from everyone in his 
life, especially his parents? Compare to how you feel when you have to 
keep a secret from everyone, even your best friend. 

 

Interactive Activity! 
IMPORTANT: This is the beginning of a long-term project that students will work 
on as their interactive activities for the remaining tutoring sessions this semester. 
For the next few weeks, students are going to work on producing a short story and 
picture to illustrate it. The prompt for the story is as follows: 
 
Remember those dragons that you made a few weeks ago so you could raise them 
yourself, just like Jeremy raises his dragon? Now you are going to write a story 
about the dragons that you raised. Using what you have learned about raising 



dragons from Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher, write a fictional short story about 
what happened when you raised your dragon. Note: This should not be a retelling 
of what happened in Jeremy Thatcher; students should come up with their own 
unique ideas. 
 
This week, just explain the project and give students the prompt. Then lead a 
brainstorming session with them about what they might write about. Students 
should make notes of their ideas so they remember them for next week. At the end 
of the session, collect all of the students’ notes and put them in your group’s folder 
in the Main Office for next week. 
 

Closing Predictions 
Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the previous reading to support their predictions. 
 
 
	  



 
 

WEEK SIX 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, PENCILS, AND BRAINSTORMING 
NOTES 
Suggested reading: Chapters finish 10 & 11 & part of 12 (pg. 106- 126) 
 

Summarize 
Have students summarize what they read last week. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Conflict: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term means. Then, 
provide them with the standard definition. Have students discuss conflicts from 
Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher. 

Conflict: The tension or problem in the story. 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. On page 107, how does the author use colors to describe an emotion? 

Explain using details from the text. 
2. How do colors help Tiamat and Jeremy communicate with one another? 
3. Write. Describe what you think a “dragon’s world” looks like. 

Interactive Activity! 
Have students review their brainstorming notes for their story from last week, pick 
a topic, and start writing! In planning their stories, make sure they identify what 
the conflict of their story will be. Go around and help students as they write. At the 
end of the session, collect all of the students’ work so far and put them in your 
group’s folder in the Main Office for next week. 
 
Review of prompt: 
Remember those dragons that you made a few weeks ago so you could raise them 
yourself, just like Jeremy raises his dragon? Now you are going to write a story 
about the dragons that you raised. Using what you have learned about raising 
dragons from Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher, write a fictional short story about 
what happened when you raised your dragon. Note: This should not be a retelling 
of what happened in Jeremy Thatcher; students should come up with their own 
unique ideas. 
 

 



Closing Predictions 
Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the previous reading to support their predictions. 
 
 
	  
	  



 
 

WEEK SEVEN 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, PENCILS, AND STORY WORK FROM 
LAST WEEK 
Suggested reading: Chapters finish 12 & 13 (pg. 127-142) 
 

Summarize 
Have students summarize what they read last week. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Character development: First, have the students try to brainstorm what this term 
means. Then, provide them with the standard definition. Have students discuss 
whether Jeremy has changed throughout the story, and if so, how. 

Character development: The way in which a character changes over time in 
a story. 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. Based on this reading, which of the following statements is not true? 

a) Jeremy can't wait for Tiamat to leave his life. 
b) Jeremy wanted to win the art contest.  
c) Jeremy enjoys his midnight rides with Tiamat.  
d) Tiamat appreciates everything Jeremy has done for her. 
 

2. On page 130, the author writes "the fog got still thicker, curling around 
Tiamat's feet like snakes made of smoke." This sentence is an example of 
a(n): 

a) illusion b) metaphor c) conflict d) simile 
 

3. Write. Do you agree with what Miss Priest says: "Nothing you love is ever 
really lost?" Does this hold true to someone/something you have lost? 

Interactive Activity! 
Have students continue writing. Pull each student aside to meet with him/her one-
on-one about his or her story so far. Review what they’ve written, edit it a bit, and 
talk with them about what they can change and where they should go from here. At 
the end of the session, collect all of the students’ work so far and put them in your 
group’s folder in the Main Office for next week. 
 
 



Review of prompt: 
Remember those dragons that you made a few weeks ago so you could raise them 
yourself, just like Jeremy raises his dragon? Now you are going to write a story 
about the dragons that you raised. Using what you have learned about raising 
dragons from Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher, write a fictional short story about 
what happened when you raised your dragon. Note: This should not be a retelling 
of what happened in Jeremy Thatcher; students should come up with their own 
unique ideas. 
 

Closing Predictions 
Have students predict what they think will happen next in the story, using 
evidence from the previous reading to support their predictions. 
 
 
	  
	  
	  



 
 

WEEK EIGHT 

MATERIALS NEEDED: PAPER, PENCILS, MARKERS, CONSTURCTION 
PAPER, AND STORY WORK FROM LAST WEEK 
Suggested reading: Epilogue  & A Note from the Author (143-end) 
 

Summarize 
Have students summarize what they read last week. 
 
 

Term of the week 
Plot diagram: First, ask students if they have ever made plot diagram. Then, 
provide them with the standard definition.  

Plot diagram: A map of the story’s structure, especially the plot and 
sequence of events surrounding the main characters. 

Explain that a story has five parts: the exposition (review term from first week), 
rising action (the events in a plot which build to the climax of the story), climax, 
falling action (the results of the action leading to the climax of the story), and the 
resolution (the end of the story when the problems are solved). Explain using the 
following diagram (can redraw bigger for students): 

 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. Have students discuss and illustrate the plot diagram for Jeremy Thatcher. 

What is the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution in 
the story? (Have students use the chalkboard or a piece of paper to map out the 
plot diagram. Make sure all students participate!) 

2. How can Jeremy remain close to Tiamat without physically being with her? 
 



Interactive Activity! 
Have students finish writing. Look over what they have done and work with them 
on their stories. If they finish their story, they can draw a picture to accompany it. 
 
Review of prompt: 
Remember those dragons that you made a few weeks ago so you could raise them 
yourself, just like Jeremy raises his dragon? Now you are going to write a story 
about the dragons that you raised. Using what you have learned about raising 
dragons from Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher, write a fictional short story about 
what happened when you raised your dragon. Note: This should not be a retelling 
of what happened in Jeremy Thatcher; students should come up with their own 
unique ideas. 
	  
	  
	  

 


